ots 
o 
= 
e 
§ 


Puraatory 


APRIL, 1951 








Subscribe to: — 


The Sun Herald 


the only Catholic daily newspaper in the United States, which 
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“‘The House of Ecclesiastical Materials’’ 





Golden Links — A delightful little prayerbook that contains 
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First Communion prayerbook, birthday or wedding gift, or remem- 
brance for other occasions. 
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Our Lady of Good Counsel 


Feast, April 26 


Jesus has given us a counselor who will never fail us. Let us go to her 
with childlike confidence and abandonment in all our necessities. 
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t Sew Outlook on. Life 


ae 
N the mind of St. Paul, Eastertide was not a matter of glisten- 
ing lilies or new spring apparel. No! For him Easter meant 
a new and invigorated spiritual life. “If you have risen with 
Christ,” he calls out to us, “seek the things that are above, where Christ 
is sitting at the right hand of God!” Again he says, “Mind the things 
that are above, not the things that are of earth” (Col. 3:1,2). 

Here is a ringing challenge and a definite program from an ex- 
perienced leader. Seek the things that are above! But how are we 
to begin this upward climb? By a living faith, sustained by a firm 
hope, and an ardent love! “Blessed are they who have not seen and 
have believed!” — How consoling and inspiring are these words which 
Jesus spoke to the doubting Thomas. The Resurrection of Christ, 
with all its attendant thrilling circumstances, is not only a crowning 
proof of Christ’s Divinity, but it also gives us a new outlook on life. 
It opens out to us a vista of breath-taking realities. 

The full implication of the Resurrection is not grasped in a merely 
cursory reading of the Gospel account. We must look deeper into the 
mystery and realize that it is the cornerstone of our Faith, the rock 
on which all generations must build their lives. Yes, “Christ is risen!” 
we sing on Easter Sunday, but do we comprehend all that depended on 
that glorious event? Christ had foretold His future resurrection; He 
had frequently referred to it as the chief proof of His Divinity. Has 
He fulfilled that promise? If He has not kept His word, if He has 
not risen from the dead, what follows? He has given Himself the lie, 
and richly deserves to be treated as the greatest impostor that ever 
lived. But if Christ has risen from the grave, it follows that He must 
be God, because God alone can rise from the grave! And if Christ 
is God, then it follows that He must be believed, and obeyed and loved. 
Now we see why the Chief Priests, and with them the modern atheists, 
vehemently deny Christ’s Resurrection. Its implications are too great 
for them. 

Yes, EVERYTHING was at stake, — Christ’s honor, the future 
of His Church, and our own eternal salvation lay trembling in the 
balance of that first Easter morn. But Christ DID rise glorious and 
immortal. He has kept His word. He, by this striking miracle, has 
proved His Divinity beyond the shadow of a doubt. It is up to us to 
profit by His glorious victory, and with a deep faith and ardent love 
to follow Him to the Promised Land of heaven. 

Verily, the Resurrection gives us a new outlook on life. With 
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Mary Magdalen, the pious women, and the Apostles, we begin to 
see and to understand more clearly the plans of God in our regard. 
And what are these loving plans of our Heavenly Father? “With an 
eternal love have I loved thee; therefore have I drawn thee, taking pity 
on thee” (Jer. 31:3). In the light of the first Easter morning we 
begin to understand these words in their true meaning. Yes, God is 
love, and we are the living expressions of that generous love. God 
made us for Himself. He wanted to share with us His immense treas- 
ures. He wanted to make us happy with Him forever in heaven. We 
know what an excellent work God did in creating our first parents. 
Man was perfect when he came forth from God’s creative hands, per- 
fect in body and soul. In his natural, preternatural and supernatural 
gifts, man stood in Paradise as a masterpiece of God’s Divine work- 





manship. 


The Shadow of Sin 


But it was too good to last. We know what happened. Man did 
not stand the slight test of obedience that would have made him for- 
ever God’s favorite child, deserving of heavenly bliss. By a deliberate, 
personal sin of disobedience, man lost everything. He became a child 
of wrath, a declared enemy of God, a slave of the devil, doomed to 
eternal perdition. By one rebellious act, he lost his preternatural gifts, 
was cast out of Paradise, and, weakened in body and soul, he began 
the sad story of human history. But GOD IS LOVE. Yes, man had 
fallen, had spurned the love of His Maker and had insolently rebelled 
against His Creator. But God’s love rose superior even to man’s 
malice and ingratitude. It is in the light of the RESURRECTION that | 
we begin to understand and appreciate God’s redeeming love for us 
and our true worth in His sight. We were so precious in His sight that, 
although He foresaw man’s ingratitude and his misuse of grace, God, 
nevertheless, resolved to become man, to suffer and to die for us. 

How precious the human soul must be, how indescribably beautiful 
heaven must be, when God Himself will go down to the depths of suf- 
fering and death in order to redeem us! 

We can imagine what a stirring effect the truth of the Resurrec- 
tion had upon the wavering Apostles. Slowly the supernatural light 
filtered into their earth-bound, prejudiced minds. One by one, the 
lessons which Jesus had so patiently taught them came back in a new 
and radiant light. It was like the first stirrings of spring, the slow 
and gradual unfolding of a new and glorious life within them. Jesus 
had planted the seed; now it was beginning to sprout forth. It was 
a definite movement towards the rising sun of Truth that would find its 
climax and crowning glory in the Ascension of Christ and the out- 
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glorious victory over sin and Satan and death, Christ has opened the 

“If you have risen with Christ, seek the things that are above!” 
Thenceforth that was the sole endeavor of the Apostles. That must 
also be the object of our striving during this Eastertide. By His 
glorious victory over sin and Satan and death, Christ has opened the 
way to a new and marvelous life. He Himself says, “I am come that 
you may have life, and that you may have it more abundantly” 
(John, 10:10). But how can we acquire and sustain this Divine life? 
By three special sacraments Jesus comes to our assistance and offers 
us His supporting hand along this uphill climb. 


Reborn in the Holy Spirit 


The first Easter gift of the Savior was the bestowal of supernatural 
life through Baptism. Through it we are reborn, as it were, to a new 
and glorious life; we become adopted children of God, brothers and 
sisters of Christ, partakers of the Divine Nature, heirs of heaven. For 
this reason the early Church baptized the catechumens on Holy Satur- 
day. Thus they could begin Faster in all the dazzling radiance of 
their baptismal innocence. How grateful we should be to our Risen 
Savior for this marvelous gift of life, and how solicitous we should 
be to preserve and increase it! Daily we ought to renew our baptismal 
promises and thank God for so magnificent a grace, and especially 
ought we to do this on the glorious feast of Easter. 


“Whose Sins You Shall Forgive” 


But knowing our innate weakness and the many dangers that 
would threaten our newly-acquired supernatural life, Jesus, as the Good 
Shepherd, instituted a special sacrament for its protection and restora- 
tion, should we have the misfortune to lose it by sin. He did this on 
Easter Sunday. Suddenly appearing before His frightened Apostles, 
huddled together in the Cenacle, He smiled graciously upon them and 
said: “Peace be to you!” Then, after He had calmed their fears and 
convinced them that He was really risen, He breathed upon them and 
said: “Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins you shall forgive, they 
are forgiven them. Whose sins you shall retain, they are retained!” 
In these very clear words, Christ instituted the Sacrament of Penance 
and made His Apostles and their successors the official peacemakers 
of the world. He gave them the Divine power to remove the obstacle 
to peace in men’s hearts—SIN. How grateful we should be to our 
Divine Master for this proof of His forgiving love. We can best 
show our grateful appreciation by receiving the Sacrament of Penance 
worthily, frequently and fruitfully. 
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“Take Ye and Eat, for This Is My Body” 

Finally, the third, and most marvelous of all His Easter gifts, is 
the Holy Eucharist, which Jesus instituted on Holy Thursday. In It 
He has given Himself to us, whole and entire, to be our Friend, our 
Victim, and our Food. We have every reason, therefore, to rejoice 
at Christ’s great victory and His infinite generosity. 

It is Christ's earnest desire 
that all frequently make use of 
the precious means of grace He 
has given us in His sacraments, 
and in order that no one may 
neglect to do so, the Church 
enjoins the reception of the 
sacraments of Penance and the 
Holy Eucharist at Easter time. 
If souls realized the love of 
Jesus for them, this command 
would be unnecessary. It is 
for those especially who limit 
the reception of the sacraments 
to this essential duty, that this 
feast of Easter is an appeal to 
rise with Christ and seek the 
things that are above! His 
heavenly grace is able to re- 
store new life to the soul, but 
He does not force the will. 
He ceases not to invite all to 
come to Him and allow Him to operate freely in their souls, that 
He may unite Himself to them in the most intimate union possible, 
fill them with His peace, and perfect them in virtue. May souls now 
heedless of His daily invitation begin with a fervent Easter confession 
and Communion to avail themselves of the riches of His merciful love! 

And let us, each and every one, follow Him with a new-born Faith, 
a firm and lively Hope, and a burning Love, mounting ever higher 
through the Easter season towards the Divine Heart of Jesus, the King 
and Center of all hearts! 











A Novena of Holy Communions 


A booklet to aid devotion at the time of Holy Communion, con- 
sisting of intimate conversations with the Divine Guest on the graces 
of Holy Communion and arranged for use as a novena. 10¢ 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Confidence in St. Joseph, Heavenly Patron 
of the Church 


Seen ines eel 

N THE Wednesday following the second Sunday after 
Easter, we celebrate the feast of the Solemnity of St. 
Joseph. The Church has made this feast, rather than 
that of March 19th, the great day of honor to St. 
Joseph, the foster father of Christ, because the former 
festival comes within the season of Lent. However, 
this year, because the feast of March 19th comes dur- 
ing the solemn Holy Week, she has transferred it to 
April 3d, so that these two feasts of St. Joseph are celebrated in very 
close proximity. 

Less is known about St. Joseph than about any other of the great 
saints, but what we do know about him makes him worthy of our 
utmost devotion and confidence. As the universal patron of the en- 
tire Church, all Catholics turn to him for counsel and aid. He is 
patron of every state of life, age and circumstance. As the foster 
father of the Divine Child, he is especially dear to children. He is 
honored as patron by the rich and the poor, employers and workmen, 
priests, religious, the young and the old. It is to him that they have 
recourse in important circumstances of life; it is through him, par- 
ticularly, that they ask the grace of a holy death. Yes, all the faith- 
ful confide in him as a patron. Countless pious works are under- 
taken under his auspices; hospitals, churches, schools, orphanages, 
and the like, are dedicated to him. Fathers of families pray to him 
for their children. Missionaries confide to him their apostolic labors. 
The poor entrust to him their financial worries. Indeed, who can 
give a just idea of the number of prayers addressed to him from all 
countries, and by persons of all conditions! 





Such general recourse to the protection of St. Joseph loudly pro- 
claims its efficacy, for, if Christians everywhere are eager to place 
themselves under his patronage, it is because universal experience 
shows that nothing is more advantageous, and that he who was the 
protector of Jesus and Mary, the most noble beings ever to have lived 
upon this earth, counts it an honor and a happiness to be likewise a 
protector to all Christians, who are so dear to Jesus and Mary, yes, 
the very members of the Mystical Body of Christ. 

The honor that is paid to St. Joseph is not only a just homage 
rendered to his admirable prerogatives, but it is an ever fresh and 
exhaustless source of graces for the world. St. Joseph has been made 
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protector of the faithful and of the Church as a whole by God Him- 
self, who chose him as His representative in regard to His adorable 
Son, and the Virgin Mother of that Son. Hence, God has, as it were, 
established him over all His house (the Church), and over all man- 
kind; for Jesus, the new Adam, and Mary, the new Eve, represented 
mankind. 


God has greatly distinguished St. Joseph from all men by antic- 
ipatory graces, fitting him for the sublime role of foster father of 
His only-begotten Son, and by the place He has given him in heaven. 
Who among the patriarchs and prophets was so favored? What 
angel, however elevated he may be in glory, was privileged to fulfil 
the office and duties St. Joseph fulfilled? What saint, after Mary, is 
placed nearer in heaven than he to Jesus, to the Son of God, who is 
the resplendent glory of the new Jerusalem? 


God has thus greatly honored St. Joseph and He wishes that in 
a similar way we should honor him with a veneration worthy of his 
prerogatives. Through the liturgy of the Church, God places him be- 
fore us as having a power and authority similar to that possessed by 
the patriarch Joseph in Egypt. “Can I find one wiser,” said Pharoah 
to Joseph of old, “and one like unto thee? Thou shalt be over my 
house. . . only in the kingly throne will I be above thee... And Pharoah 
took his ring from his own hand, and gave it into his hand; and he 
put on him a robe of silk, and put a chain of gold about his neck. 
And he made him go up into his second chariot, the crier proclaim- 
ing that all should bow their knee before him, and that they should 
know that he was made governor over the whole land of Egypt” 
(Gen. 41:39-43). God in like manner has singularly honored St. 
Joseph, established him over all His house, presented him to the ven- 
eration of all nations, and given him power to communicate to us 
the graces we require. He says to us as Pharoah did to his subjects: 
Go to Joseph. Ask what you desire of Joseph; it is from his benefi- 
cent hand you will receive the succor you pray for. 


The Church is the infallible interpreter of the will of God in our 
regard. She earnestly exhorts the faithful to have recourse to St. 
Joseph in all their necessities,’ persuaded that they will be most as- 
suredly succored when they invoke him with piety and confidence. 
She encourages everything that can increase devotion to him. For 
this purpose she opens the treasury of her indulgences. Besides spe- 
cial prayers in his honor to which she has granted indulgences, she 
encourages through the grant of indulgences the dedication of the 
month of March to St. Joseph, the veneration of his image, the observ- 
ance of the first Wednesday of each month in his honor, the novena 
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made before either of his two feasts, the practice of certain devout 
exercises in his honor for seven consecutive Sundays.* The feast of 
the Solemnity of St. Joseph in a special way emphasizes her recogni- 
tion of him as the proper guardian and protector of the Church. His 
title, “Patron of the Universal Church,” was solemnly conferred on him 
by Pope Pius IX, who had a very great personal devotion to the head 
of the Holy Family, and understood how, just as he had been the 
guardian of that society so justly called “the Trinity on earth,” so 
was it his office to be guardian of God’s family, the Church. 

Today the Church is being persecuted in many lands: in Russia, 
Poland, China, Italy, Yugoslavia, Roumania, Hungary, Germany, and 
others, even in some measure in our own. Let us, therefore, pray 
fervently to St. Joseph to strengthen the faith of those who are suffer- 
ing and to obtain peace for the whole Christian world. St. Joseph 
was always loyal, faithful and. trustworthy. He never faltered in his 
duty, even in times of danger and distress. He was ever kind and 
considerate of others. If we turn to him in our trials, he will surely 
help and comfort us. Let us go to him confidently and lovingly on 
his feasts—that of March 19 transferred to April 3, and that of his 
Solemnity, April 11,—and on every day when we need a true friend 
and watchful guardian. But is there a single day of our life when 
we do not need him, or when the Church has not need of him, when 
she is ever facing new and great trials? Therefore, let us honor him 
daily. We cannot have too much confidence in him. No mortal was 
ever on such terms of intimacy and familiarity with Jesus, and Jesus 
is eternally grateful for the paternal care He received from him on 
earth. Although He is today seated at the right hand of His Eternal 
Father, as the King of Glory, Jesus still retains the love He had for 
St. Joseph when here on earth, and, according to the expression of 
several great doctors of the Church, St. Joseph commands in heaven 
rather than asks. 

Finally, let us not only honor St. Joseph by devotion to him as 
our patron, but let us do him the greater honor of reproducing in 
ourselves the virtues we admire in him: his piety, his fidelity, his love 
of labor, his chastity, his devotedness, his obedience, his humility, his 
patience in the trials of life, for it is principally by imitating him that 
we make ourselves worthy of his assistance. 





*Full information on these indulgenced works and prayers will be 
found in our booklet: DEVOTION TO ST. JOSEPH, 10¢. 





Spiritual Vitamin for April 
Abide with me, O Lord, be my true joy! (300 days ind.) 
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Our 75th Anniversary 
December 6, 1950 


Continued 


Sanctuary of the Holy Spirit 


Kansas City, Missouri 


soho Lhe 
HE third and latest branchhouse of our Congregation of Per- 
petual Adoration was established in Kansas City, Missouri, 


in December, 1943, upon the invitation of the Most Reverend 

Edwin V. O’Hara, Bishop of that diocese, extended during a 
personal visit to the Motherhouse on Pentecost:Sunday, June 13. Be- 
cause the inspiration for its foundation seemed in a special way to 
come from the Holy Spirit, this Sanctuary has been dedicated to the 
Third Person of the adorable Trinity, in loving homage and gratitude, 
and to implore His Divine blessing and protection. 

From a human standpoint, the time seemed inopportune for open- 
ing a new foundation, as World War II was then in progress, and the 
future loomed dark and foreboding. But it was urged that because 
of that very fact, no time could be more opportune for the establish- 
ment of a new Eucharistic throne from which Jesus might exercise His 
reign of love; for, as has been truly said, “It is from such convents, 
which are the great arsenals of God, that the weapons of the Militant 
Church are supplied by the Holy Ghost to fight the forces of evil.” 

In Kansas City, as in Tucson, a private residence was converted 
into a temporary convent and adoration chapel. The Bishop blessed 
it on December 5, 1943, and offered Holy Mass in it, and at the after- 
noon Benediction placed our Eucharistic King upon His humble throne 
on the altar and the worship of adoration began. It was a thrilling 
moment for the Sisters when they knelt at the feet of Jesu Hostia to 
commence their vigil of adoration, a vigil which they hope will continue 
without interruption for generations to come. This hope was also ex- 
pressed by the Bishop in a beautiful tribute of welcome extended to the 
community, when he said: “The living beacon light of adoration which 
the Sisters enkindle in our midst this afternoon will, please God, never 
be extinguished; but from year to year, and from generation to genera- 
tion, will lead multitudes to Christ, who is the Way, the Truth, and the 
Life. Like the wax tapers that burn on the altar, the Sister-Adorers 
offer themselves as a holocaust. Their lives are consumed by the fire of 
Divine love caught from the Sacred Heart of Jesus.” This solemn and 
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joyful event fittingly commemorated the foundation of the Congrega- 
tion on December 6, 1875. 

Although the Sisters realized that their little convent and chapel 
could serve their needs only temporarily, they did not foresee that 
larger quarters would be needed in so short a time. It was the fervent 
prayer of the Bishop and his clergy, as well as of the Sisters, that the 
Holy Spirit would draw many hearts to the feet of Jesus in this new 
Sanctuary, and by the life-giving breath of His holy inspirations, in- 
flame them more and more with the fire of His Divine love. This 
prayer was not long in finding its fulfilment, for the enthusiastic fervor 
with which the people of Kansas City came to participate in the Eu- 
charistic adoration was overwhelming. Group after group of lay 
adorers was formed, with the collaboration of the clergy, each mem- 
ber of which pledged to keep an hour of adoration monthly, or even 
more frequently. Membership in individual groups grew rapidly, so 
that soon the chapel was too small to accommodate all who wished to 
participate in the special Holy Hours and other services. 


The Sisters’ quarters, too, were very crowded, and the preserva- 
tion of their health, as well as the proper performance of their work, 
made it imperative to provide a larger convent. Hence, in spite of 
the unfavorable times, it became necessary in less than two years to 
undertake the erection of a new building without further delay. A 
site was sought which would be convenient of access to the people, and 
would at the same time insure a sufficient amount of privacy for the 
Sisters. Both of these needs were admirably realized in the acquisition 
of a property at Meyer Boulevard and the Paseo—a seven-acre tract 
where, despite a constant flow of traffic nearby, the community can 
enjoy true monastic solitude. 


Long months of careful planning, with a view to economy and 
efficiency, as well as to the preservation of monastic customs and 
traditions, were finally completed, and the work of excavation was com- 
menced with the turning of the sod by the Most Reverend Bishop 
O’Hara on October 13, 1945. The numberless difficulties, setbacks, 
and heartaches, caused by the economic and industrial conditions and 
other circumstances, are known only to God and His holy angels, but 
doubtless they were permitted by Divine Providence in order to sanc- 
tify the undertaking by setting on it the seal of His Cross. But finally, 
the chapel and convent-building, though not completed, were ready 
for the dedication and blessing which took place on May 17, 1949, 
the feast of St. Paschal Baylon, Patron of Eucharistic Works, with His 
Excellency, Bishop O’Hara, officiating. 


A solemn Pontifical Mass was celebrated by the Most Reverend 
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Charles Hubert Le Blond, Bishop of St. Joseph, Missouri, in whose 
diocese the Motherhouse is situated, and His Eminence Samuel Cardinal 
Stritch of Chicago, who presided from a throne in the sanctuary, de- 
livered a most stirring sermon. With the Most Blessed Sacrament 
once more solemnly exposed following the Pontifical High Mass, the 
community continued the unceasing adoration which had not been 
interrupted by the transfer to the new convent. This had been carried 
out in a most impressive manner the preceding Sunday afternoon, 
details of which were given in the July, 1949, issue of this magazine. 

There is a deep significance in the fact that the Sanctuary was 
opened in the month of May, dedicated to the Blessed Virgin, and close 
to the feast of Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament, the model and pa- 
troness of all Eucharistic adorers. Significant, too, is the fact that 
the perpetual adoration was taken up here so near to the solemn feasts 
of Pentecost and Corpus Christi, since the Sanctuary is dedicated to 
the Holy Spirit and erected for the glory of the Holy Eucharist. 

The new convent and chapel are of buff brick, with red tiled 
roofs. Situated on an elevation thirty feet above street level, they 
challenge the attention of all who pass that way. The style of archi- 
tecture, showing characteristics of the Italian Renaissance, designates 
them as set apart for a special purpose, the nature of which can be 
determined by the east wing, which comprises the Chapel of Perpetual 
Adoration. Because of its elevated position, the Sisters and friends 
of the community have given it the name of “Holy Hill.” 


The free-standing Exposition Altar in the center of the sanctuary 
arrests the attention immediately upon one’s entrance into the chapel. 
It is of imported marble, with a richly colored mosaic, symbolizing 
Christ, the King of Glory, in the frontal or antependium, and with six 
other beautiful mosaics on the reredos. Two of these represent the 
Holy Eucharist as a Sacrifice and as a Sacrament. The other four 
symbolize the four ends for which the holy Sacrifice is offered: Adora- 
tion, Thanksgiving, Atonement, and Petition. The Exposition Throne, 
of marble and mosaic, rises above and behind the Tabernacle. Here 
rests the large stationary monstrance in which the Most Blessed Sac- 
rament is perpetually exposed. It measures four and one-half feet 
in height and has been made of sacrificial gifts of jewelry donated 
by many lovers of the Blessed Sacrament. Within the large stationary 
monstrance is a smaller one, the luna of which holds the Sacred Host. 
This monstrance is used in giving Benediction of the Most Blessed 
Sacrament. 

Above the high altar is a suspended canopy, with inscriptions 
referring to the Holy Trinity, and a bronze design of the Holy Spirit 














descending upon the altar. Upon the altar itself, just in front of the 


reredos, rest six massive candlesticks, and at each side is a five-foot 
seven-branched candelabrum, completing the simple, but very beau- 
tiful altar. 

The words: Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus—incised into the marble of 
the three steps leading up to the predella or platform—remind us of 
the sacredness of the place where the God of heaven reigns upon His 
earthly throne. 

Circling the entire sanctuary in the rear are seven marble pillars, 
supporting seven arches, which may be regarded as symbolizing the 
gifts of the Holy Spirit and the seven sacraments. Incised into the 
marble above the arches are titles of the Holy Eucharist. Immediately 
in back of the pillars, dossals, or drapes, which hang the full height 
of the sanctuary, provide a background to correspond with the litur- 
gical color of the vestments of the day. These can readily be changed 
by means of an electrical device. 

Side altars, dedicated to Our Lady of Light, Spouse of the Holy 
Spirit, and to St. Joseph, most chaste spouse of Mary and Patron of 
the Universal Church, correspond to the Exposition altar. They are 
already in their places, but the mosaic work has not been finished. 
The statue of Our Lady of Light, which rests upon a podium placed 
a little above and behind the side altar dedicated to her, is the admira- 
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tion of all who behold it. The statue was designed by Sisters at Clyde, 
and executed by a very talented local sculptor. It is believed to be the 
first representation of Our Lady as the Temple of the Holy Spirit. 
On our Blessed Mother’s breast is depicted in relief an image of the 
Holy Spirit. Mary’s hands are uplifted as if she would impart a 
blessing. Her reverent attitude and mien bespeak interior union with 
God. The graceful lines and perfect proportions result in a statue of 
rare beauty. The statue of St. Joseph holding the Divine Infant is 
most appealing in its simplicity and charm. 

In the transept of the chapel are the Sisters’ choir stalls, made of 
plain oak and each bearing a simply carved symbol of the Holy 
Trinity. These stalls lend a truly monastic atmosphere to the chapel. 

The main part of the chapel holds the pews for the guests, seating 
about four hundred. They are of oak and harmonize with the stalls. 


It is hoped that the plain glass windows may at some future time 
be replaced by windows of stained glass. 

Adjoining the Adoration Chapel on the left is the Sorrowful 
Mother Chapel. A touching pieta, representing the anguished Mother 
holding the lifeless Body of her Divine Son, forms the background of 
the altar-table, and seems to call out to compassionate hearts, “Oh, 
come and see if there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow.” In this 
chapel are found the Stations of the Cross, painted by Sisters at the 
Motherhouse. One seldom enters this chapel without finding a devout 
worshiper in prayer. 

There are many indications that the Holy Spirit is radiating His 
influence from this Eucharistic center, and enkindling in many hearts 
the fire of love, of which He is the Infinite Source. Of this more will 
be said in a forthcoming issue. 

During the Holy Year of 1950, the Sanctuary of the Holy Spirit 
was one of the four churches designated by the Bishop of Kansas City 
for Jubilee visits—a distinction which has been renewed for the ex- 
tended Holy Year of 1951. Over 25,000 persons visited the Adoration 
Chapel on Holy Year Pilgrimages, which were held on Sunday after- 
noons throughout the year by the various parishes of the city. It was 
a truly wonderful spectacle to behold the hundreds of passengers— 
men, women, and children—alight from their chartered buses at the 
foot of the hill, and march processionally up the long incline to the 
chapel while the four bells in the tower pealed out a joyful welcome 
to each group. 

Each year Corpus Christi Sunday is made a notable event, as the 
Bishop of Kansas City has asked the community there to make it a 
day to draw the public to give special homage to our Eucharistic 
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King. Corpus Christi Sunday of 1950 witnessed a most glorious 
triumph for Him in a magnificent candlelight procession held in the 
evening, in which an estimated crowd of 10,000 people participated, 
either marching or as spectators. This extraordinary occasion formed 
part of the Centennial celebration of the city and diocese of Kansas 
City. 

Although the longed-for day now seems far distant when the Adora- 
tion Chapel may be consecrated, and so become in the most perfect 
sense a “House of God and gate of heaven,” we hope that the Holy 
Spirit will inspire kind friends and benefactors to hasten the day by 
their assistance in removing the great obstacle to its accomplishment— 
the heavy burden of debt which rests upon it. Moreover, the interior 
of one wing of the convent still remains to be completed, as this had 
to be deferred because of the excessive cost involved in building. 


To be concluded. 


In reading through a recent issue of ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory’, I learned 
that there is still time to have my initials engraved on the monstrance by con- 
tributing $100.00 or more to your Holy Spirit Sanctuary building fund. So 
please accept the enclosed check of $25.00 as first installment. If the good 
Lord is willing, the remaining $75.00 will be sent before the year ends. This 
is something I have always wanted to do, but was detained financially. The 
initials to be engraved are E. I. R., and this offering is sent in honor of our 
Eucharistic Lord, the Holy Spirit and the Immaculate Heart of our wonderful 
Mother, Mary, begging her to obtain from her Divine Son and Spouse the con- 
version and salvation of two brothers... E. R., Calif. 


The War-Sufferers of Europe Still Need 
Your Help 


N THE words of our Holy Father, Pope Pius XII, 
may we remind our dear readers that “the homeless, 
the refugees and the impoverished victims of war in Eu- 
rope and other parts of the world lift up their voices, 
begging you to continue your benefactions toward them. 
The need of relief and resettlement is still very great, and 
there are large sectors of the human family in dire dis- 
tress."' Charitable gifts in the form of money and cloth- 
ing will gladly be devoted to this cause if sent to: 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 
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SEGRETERIA DI STATO 
DI 
SUA SANTITA 
N. 238404 


Vatican City, February 1, 1951 
Reverend Mother Mary Dolorosa, 


It is my pleasant duty, at the gracious com- 
mand of the Holy Father, to acknowledge receipt of 
the spiritual bouquet which you presented to Him some 
time ago in behalf of the readers of “Tabernacle and 


Purgatory.” 


You will readily understand that amidst the 
burdens of His high office it was a source of comfort 
and encouragement for His Holiness to learn ‘of the 
rich treasury of prayers and good works which His 
beloved children, the readers of “Tabernacle and Pur- 
gatory”, have offered up to God for His intentions. The 
Pontiff, therefore, bids me convey to all those who 
contributed to this spiritual bouquet the expression of 
His cordial gratitude, and, as a pledge of a copious 
reward from Almighy God, He lovingly imparts to them 


and to their families His paternal Apostolic Benediction. 


With sentiments of religious devotion, | remain, 


Yours faithfully in Christ, 


Msgr. C. Grano, C.D. 
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Holy Communion — Our Light and Strength 
ahi 


URSUED by the wicked Queen Jezabel, the Prophet 
Elias fled into the desert. Weary and exhausted, he sat 


Then an angel appeared, bringing him strengthen- 
ing food and refreshing water, and said: “Arise, eat, for 
thou hast yet a great way to go. And he arose, and ate 
and drank, and walked in the strength of that food forty days and forty 
nights unto the mount of God, Horeb” (3 Kings 19:7-8). 

The Christian soul, too, has a long journey to make. To it, as to 
Elias, is addressed the invitation, not by an angel but by God Himself: 
“Arise and eat of the wonderful food of the Holy Eucharist, and in 
the strength of this Food walk day and night unto the holy mount of 
God, heaven.” This Divine Food imparts light to the understanding, 
and life to the soul. 

The traveler cannot pursue his way unless he walks in the light. 
In Holy Communion we have the brightest and most brilliant light, 
the light of God that shines in the darkness of this world. “Go to Him 
and let Him enlighten you,” says St. Ambrose, “for He is indeed the 
Light.” In Holy Communion, He enters our soul of whom St. John 
wrote: “In Him was life, and the life was the light of men” (1:4). 
“Was not our heart burning within us, said the disciples going to 
Emmaus, “while He was speaking on the road” (Luke 24:32); and 
their eyes were opened, and they recognized Him in the breaking of 
bread. 

A soldier in an army hospital had lost both eyes in battle. The 
chaplain offered his sympathy, but the hero answered cheerfully, 
“Father, my eyes are in darkness, but there is light in my heart, because 
this morning I received in Holy Communion Him who is the true 
Light.” 

Press an electric button and the delicate wire in the bulb glows 
and lights up your room. The sun’s golden rays penetrate the clouds 
and illuminate the whole earth. Should not then our Divine Savior, 
the “Light of lights,” flood your soul with brightest light when He 
enters it in Holy Communion? So many souls are plunged in dark- 
ness because they do not allow themselves to be penetrated with the 
light of the Eucharistic Christ. 

Many prisoners of war suffered impaired eyesight in consequence 
of defective nourishment. Sin and the world detain their prisoners 
far from the Table of the Lord, and souls thus undernourished gradually 
become spiritually blind. Instead of journeying heavenward to the 
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mount of light, they hasten on the downward way to the land of eternal 
darkness. 

But the traveler requires not only light, but also strength. If his 
strength fails, he falls helpless by the way. We read of travelers in the 
desert who perished from hunger when their provisions failed. For the 
journey through life, our soul, too, needs strength — the strength of 
Divine grace, which it receives in the Divine Food of the Holy Eucha- 
rist. This adorable Sacrament is indeed the Fountain of strength, for 
it is Jesus Christ Himself, the omnipotent God. When He enters the 
soul, He fortifies it against the attacks of the world and the devil and 
gives it strength to overcome all difficulties in the way of salvation. 

Let us hasten, then, to this Source of light and strength, and fortify 
ourselves daily in our journey of life through the darkness and pitfalls 
of this world. 

RAMOS 


The Prisoners of the King 
Apt 
The Healing of the Ruler’s Son 


HE miracles which we have already considered in relation 

to the Catholic doctrine of purgatory have shown us: (1) 

the great claims which the holy souls have upon our charity ; 
(2) the great delight which Our Lord takes in hearing our prayers 
for them; (3) the extreme severity of the justice of God, in consequence 
of which they suffer as they do. The next miracle in the Gospel history 
adds another general consideration to the above mentioned ones, for 
it impresses on us very strongly the value which Our Lord attaches to 
the exercise of faith, which must have so large a part in our thoughts 
and conduct concerning purgatory. 

The third miracle is related by St. John and concerns the healing of 
the ruler’s son. It took place within a few weeks after Our Lord’s visit 
to Jerusalem, during which He cleansed the Temple for the first time. 
On His return to Galilee, He went back to Cana where His first miracle 
was performed. While there He received a visit from a man of rank 
and authority who lived at Capharnaum, and whose son lay at the point 
of death. The father had heard of the wonders which Our Lord had 
worked at Jerusalem, and came to beg Him to come and visit his son, 
hoping that He would cure him as He had cured so many others. 
Our Lord, as we know, was always full of gracious condescension, and 
allowed Himself to be called hither and thither by those who had need 
of Him for themselves or others. But on this occasion He did not at 
once comply, just as He had not immediately complied with the prayer 
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of His Blessed Mother at the marriage feast. He put the father off, as it 
were, with the remark, “Unless you see signs and wonders, you will 
not believe.” 

These words were not a simple reproach. They were in part, at 
least. a question. Our Lord was hinting at the degree of the father’s 
faith, and He sought by this reply to raise it to a higher degree than 
it was, to make it as firm and penetrating as that of the centurion 
who afterwards asked for a like miracle, and who may have been a 
friend of this ruler. The centurion, instead of begging Our Lord to 
come to him and heal his servant, told Him he was unworthy to have 
Him enter under his roof, but that, if He would only speak the word, 
his servant would be healed. 


The ruler seems not at once to have understood Our Lord, for he 
renewed his prayer that He would come down to Capharnaum ere 
his child died. But Our Lord’s words, no doubt, stimulated his faith, 
and had been accompanied by grace, which raised it to a higher 
level. Hence, when Our Lord told him to go, that his son was living 
and restored to health, he believed and returned home. He was met 
on the way by some of his servants, who told him of his son’s recovery 
at the very time Our Lord’s words had been spoken. The fruit of his 
faith and gratitude was then greater than it might otherwise have 
been, for he became a disciple of Our Lord “with all his household.” 

This miracle contains a practical lesson on the truth which Our 
Lord later expressed to St. Thomas, “Because thou hast seen Me, 
Thomas, thou hast believed; blessed are they who have not seen and 
have believed” (John 20:29). If Our Lord had not wished to lead 
the father on to this more blessed degree of faith, He would probably 
have granted his request at once and would have gone with him to 
Capharnaum. We see in this miracle, therefore, how Our Lord re- 
joices in the higher degrees and forms of faith, inasmuch as He took 
pains to lead this anxious suppliant on at the cost of the trial which 
the first apparent denial of his petition must have caused. 

We cannot doubt that the miracle is recorded for us with the in- 
tention, among others, of making us understand and put to practical 
use the truth of the immense importance of the highest exercise of 
faith of which we are capable. It is better to believe without sight, 
than to see and believe. The most profitable exercise of this holy 
virtue is that in which there is the least sensible evidence—that in 
which we have the Word of God for what we believe, and nothing else 
but the Word of God. It is in this spirit that the Church, when she 
commends the departing soul of a Christian to God, pleads for him 
on the strength of his faith in the highest mysteries of the Creed. “For 
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although he has sinned,” she says, “yet he has always firmly believed 
in the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.” 

In the same way, the great Sacrament of the Altar, by means of 
which the greatest of all graces is conveyed to us, is essentially and 
preeminently the “Mystery of faith.” The merit of faith here is all 
the greater in proportion as the thing which we believe is not simply 
difficult to nature and sense, but even, as it seems, contrary to them. 

Our Lord often had to complain of the want of a perfect and, 
as it were, full-grown, robust faith even in the Apostles and others 
who were not His enemies. The unbelief of the Nazarenes stopped 
the full flow of His gracious miracles in His own town. When He 
was asleep in the boat during the storm on the sea and His disciples 
woke Him in alarm, He rebuked them for their want of faith, When 
St. Peter attempted to walk on the waters and began to sink, he also 
was chided as “of little faith.” In these two instances Our Lord 
seems to find fault with the Apostles for the absence of a very high 
degree of faith, which we would hardly have expected of them. 

The very great promises which Our Lord makes to faith in prayer, 
and such expressions of His as that in which He told the Apostles 
that if they had faith “as a grain of mustard seed” they should move 
mountains, may also be cited as proofs of the same conclusion. In- 
deed, it seems only reasonable that God should give immense privileges 
to the exercise of faith, by which the intellectual part of our nature, 
the most excellent faculty we possess, is brought into subjection to 
Him at the command of a loving will. 

It seems to follow from these facts that we may expect a special 
blessing upon devotions and acts of virtue in which the exercise of 
our faith has a specially larger part and influence, in which things of 
sight and natural consideration are less involved than in others. In 
devotion in behalf of the souls in purgatory, we certainly exercise a 
high degree of faith, and hence we can expect that God will grant 
special efficacy to our prayers for them, and a special reward to us. 
He told St. Gertrude that He could not refuse a prayer for the suffering 
souls even if it were a tepid, distracted one. “Every prayer, howsoever 
poor it may be, if said for the souls in purgatory, is acceptable to Me 
on account of the great desire I have for their release.” Let us, then, 
increase our faith and pray daily with more fervor for the souls in 
purgatory, that Our Lord may remove from them all the stains of 
their former sins and frailties and not delay to address to them words 
similar to those He addressed to the father of the sick boy, “Go thy 
way, beloved soul, thou shalt live forever now in the eternal abode 
of My Father’s House.” To be concluded. 
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The Heart of the Message of Fatima 


With this article we conclude the series of very lucid though simple 
explanations of the Message of Fatima by the Very Rev. Dr. Manuel Marquos 
Dos Santos, Vicar General of Cova da Iria, Fatima, Portugal, which we have 
printed at various intervals during the past year. 


REPARATION 


In order fully to grasp the doctrine of reparation, we must re- 
member that it is closely allied to the mystery of Redemption. 

Jesus Christ came into the world precisely for this reason. He 
came to restore the Divine purpose, which had been turned aside by 
sin. He came to restore the supernatural life in man which had been 
lost by sin. He came to compensate by His merits for the injury done 
to the Eternal Father by the human race represented by Adam, and 
for the malice renewed and accumulating every day. 

This work of atonement or satisfaction could be realized by Jesus 
Christ alone, since His merits are infinite, but He wished to have asso- 
eiates and collaborators. Although He does not need us, strictly 
speaking, for this work, since His merits are infinite, yet He chooses 
to use us, that our own merits may increase, and that we may increase 
in the love of God and our neighbor. 

Reparation, then, is a fundamental part of the Christian Faith 
and is laid upon each one of us if we wish to follow Christ. 

In order to throw more light on this question, we may quote a 
passage from Pere Plus: TO REPAIR means to put a thing once more 
into its primitive state: a building is falling into ruins and becomes 
uninhabitable; it is repaired, that is, RESTORED. Sometimes the 
damaged object no longer exists; to repair in this case means to 
COMPENSATE, to give the equivalent. 

In the moral order, no material object can be a means of compen- 
sation. How, then, can order be restored? The equivalent can only 
be furnished by some suffering which he who causes the damage bears 
or imposes upon himself, giving himself thus as a ransom for the in- 
jury committed. In this case the satisfaction is called EXPIATION 
and can, as in the preceding case, be offered by the delinquent himself 
or by another innocent of the crime, but who takes on the responsibility 
of the culprit. To repair, in the sense in which we use it, the Chris- 
tian sense of the word, has three meanings: TO RESTORE, TO COM- 
PENSATE, TO EXPIATE. 

The Message of Fatima is entirely impregnated with this spirit 
of reparation. The three children understood it perfectly from the 
moment they heard the first words of the Angel. They proceeded to 
put it into practice to the point of heroism. Moreover, the later 
revelations made to the surviving seer continue to insist upon this 
matter or reparation or satisfaction for the sins of men. 

From the principle mentioned above, that Our Lord wishes to 
associate the infinite merits He has accumulated with the finite merits 
of our own good works and sufferings, it follows that the greater the 
offenses in number and kind, the greater must be our efforts at 
satisfaction. 
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To kindle in us the spirit of reparation we have only to look 
around us and see what is happening far and near. One of the greatest 
evils of our time is that even among Christian peoples the idea of 
sin seems to have been lost and the notion of holy fear of God banished 
from education and from life. If we examine our consciences carefully 
we shall see how much and how often even those of us who call our- 
selves practicing Christians offend the infinite holiness of God. Finally, 
are not the wars of our times, the threats under which we live, the 
ills of all kinds that we suffer, but just punishments for sin, and the 
necessary compensation for Divine Justice? It is evident that the 
punishment will be shortened in duration and intensity, in proportion 
as men cease to sin in the present and expiate their sins of the past. 

What, then, are we to do? These unpretentious commentaries on 
the Message of Fatima have tried to give the answer, and there is 
little left to add, for we have emphasized that this Message does not 
necessarily call us to extraordinary penance or mortification. To make 
reparation we need hardly do more than we are doing or have promised 
to do. If we may express ourselves thus, reparation should be a 
MOTIVE, an INTENTION, rather than a series of actions performed 
ex professo. If we accept all our sufferings and trials, if we offer our 
penances and prayers, our good works and activities with this object 
of consoling the Hearts of Jesus and Mary and repairing the offenses 
committed against them, then we shall “have filled up in us what is 
wanting in the Passion of Christ.”’ 

This does not mean that souls who are not called to extraordinary 
lives of reparation may not embrace such penance and mortification 
as their state in life allows. The Fatima children themselves were 
called to such a life. But we can say that ordinary acts in an ordinary 
life, offered in reparation to the Hearts of Jesus and Mary, will be 
worth far more than the most spectacular penances performed without 
this intention. 

Lastly, although it is perhaps hardly necessary to say it, the best 
form of reparation will be a firm and delicate conscience in the matter 
of sin. To convert ourselves to the Commandments and the Gospel 
is the first matter for attention, and this, as we have so often em- 
phasized, is the ultimate reason, the sum and the heart of the Message 
of Fatima. 


Personal Love of Jesus Christ 


Continued 


Love of Benevolence and Good Example. 


In the next place you must practice the love of benevolence by 
the edification you give by leading a genuinely Christian mode of life. 
The great trouble in the Catholic body is this, that there are ever so 
many who are nominal Catholics only. They are Catholics in name, 
but pagans in practice. Their conduct belies their profession. There 
is nothing in their daily lives that differentiates them from the non- 
Catholics around them. In fact, many of the latter are leading better 








Tabernacle and Purgatory 377 


moral and religious lives than they. If you did-not see them attend 
Mass on days of obligation, you would never even suspect that they 
were Catholics. They are of the kind of whom St. Paul complained that 
by their bad example they cause unbelievers to blaspheme God. He 
calls them “enemies of the Cross of Christ.” 


This is especially true of those who look with a kind of disdain 
on those members of the Church who are poor, or who belong to a 
different nationality or race, while they boast that they themselves 
belong to the “better class” of Catholics, or claim to be “liberal” or 
“broad-minded,” which really means that they are more or less out 
of harmony with the teachings of the Church. There is in the lives of 
these “better class” Catholics nothing to indicate that they are Christ- 
minded and followers and imitators of Christ. They practice no 
family prayers and family devotions; they do not train their children 
in the knowledge and love of God; perhaps they sinfully keep from 
having children and thus sin grievously against the sixth command- 
ment by unchastity, or against the fifth by deliberate murder of the 
unborn; they read nothing but the secular literature of the day, which 
contains many articles dangerous to faith and morals; they frequent 
indecent and debauching movies; they indulge without restraint in all 
kinds of worldly frivolities, wholly unmindful of the merciless con- 
demnation which Christ pronounced against the world and its spirit; 
in their business dealings as merchants, lawyers, doctors, politicians, 
etc., they are as dishonest as those who have no faith, on the plea that 
“everybody is doing it”; in their language they are guilty of vulgarity, 
profanity and speaking of things which, as St. Paul writes, should 
not even be mentioned by name among Christians; they do not hesi- 
tate to tear their neighbor’s good name to shreds without the least 
qualm of conscience; and in the matter of fashion, many Catholic 
women completely abandon the Christian standards of modesty and 
make themselves walking temptations to all who chance to lay their 
eyes on them, thus lending their aid to Satan in his warfare on the 
souls of men. 


Such Catholics fail to realize that it is their strict duty to live 
by the rule of conduct which Christ has given to those who wish to 
be His followers. It is for this reason that they do not recognize that 
they must be different and live differently from those who have not 
the true faith. They fail to be “the light of the world” as Christ in- 
sists they must be, and do not understand that, for this reason, their 
conduct must differ from that of non-Christians as the light of the 
day differs from the darkness of night. They refuse to shape their lives 
according to the pattern given them by our Blessed Lord. Forgetting 
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the things of heaven, their minds are fixed on the things of earth. 
And because of this they are one of the greatest obstacles to the con- 
version of non-Catholics to the one true Church. 

If Catholics, one and all, men and women, young and old, could 
be gotten to live Christ-like lives, the conversion of the world would 
proceed at a rapid pace. The power of good example is irresistible. 
But due to the bad and disedifying example of so many who call them- 
selves Catholics while they are pagans or near-pagans in conduct, and 
therefore “enemies of the Cross of Christ” (Phil. 3:18), the conver- 
sion of the world is impeded and retarded, and what could be done 
in a few decades is dragged out into centuries. In the meantime, count- 
less souls live and die without the grace of faith, which the edifying con- 
duct of fervent Catholics would have helped to procure for them. 


From this you can see that you cannot lay claim to the love of 
benevolence for Christ if your conduct is not genuinely Christian, that 
is, Christ-like. If your behavior is such as to disedify others, and 
your example such as to lead others into sin or encourage them in their 
sinful doings, far from promoting the interests of Christ you are ac- 
tually helping His enemy, Satan, in bringing about their eternal ruin, 
thus neutralizing the painful efforts of their Redeemer to save them 
by His death on the Cross. 


Making Christ Known to Others. 


A third way of practicing the love of benevolence for Christ con- 
sists in the apostolic work of making Him known to those who do not 
yet know Him and instructing those who are under the handicap of 
religious ignorance. 

This you can do in many ways. Perhaps you are living in a place 
where there are children who are deprived of the advantages of a 
religious education. For one reason or other they are not attending 
Catholic schools, and possibly getting no religious instruction what- 
soever. Their parents are doing nothing for them, and there are no 
Priests nor Sisters to look after them. As they are, they are doomed 
to grow up ignorant of even the most essential truths of their holy 
faith. Vast numbers all over the country are growing up in this way, 
and helping to swell the large army of “Ought-to-Be’s” whose existence 
we deplore so much. 

What is sorely needed under these conditions is a large number of 
zealous lay apostles who devote themselves to the task of “forming 
Christ” in the souls of these neglected children. This is an essential 
part of the program which Catholic Action has undertaken to carry 
out. 
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Here then is your opportunity for practicing your love of bene- 
volence for Jesus Christ. Give up some of your social “functions” and 
frivolities, your parties, dances, movies, auto rides, and other means 
of pleasure, and gather groups of these neglected children around you 
in order to instil the knowledge of Jesus into their souls and enkindle 
the love of Him in their young hearts. You should be all the more 
eager to do this if you have had the benefits of a higher education. 
Tell them in a familiar way about God, Jesus, His blessed Mother. 
their Guardian Angel. Help them to learn their prayers and teach 
them how to pray. Instruct them how to show their love for God 
by never doing what they know to be wrong or bad, and by always 
doing what is pleasing to God — to pray, to be obedient, to be truth- 
ful, to be kind to everybody, to think often of what Jesus suffered for 
them, to avoid bad reading, bad companions, bad movies, and what- 
ever else can lead them into sin. How infinitely better such apostolic 
work will be for you than the short-lived pleasures of the dance, the 
movie, the bridge party or other social activities! 

But it is not the little ones only who must be the objects of your 
zeal. You have many opportunities for doing good among adult non- 
Catholics with whom you live or with whom you come in contact. 
First of all, call to mind what was said above about the power of good 
example. Then you have many occasions when you can skillfully 
direct your conversations into channels that will lead eventually to 
religious topics. It is true there are many who avoid such topics; 
but there are also many who are really eager for information on re- 
ligious subjects. They are looking for the truth. And if they find it 
through you, their gratitude will gladden your heart for all eternity.* 





*About forty years ago the Socialists used the slogan: “Have you made a 
Socialist today?” Catholics should learn a practical lesson from this. Their 
slogan might be: “Have you made a convert this year?” If only two million 
of the estimated 24 million Catholics in this country each made one convert 
a year, there would be an annual increase of two million Catholics. In ten 
years this would amount to twenty million. Supposing further that each con- 
vert made one other convert every year, the increase each year would be 
double that of the preceding year — 4 — 8 — 16 — 32 million, etc. At this 
rate it would not be long before we would have an approach to the realization 
of Christ's prediction: “There shall be one fold and one shepherd.” 

Catholic lay persons should understand that they have a mission to their 
non-Catholic fellowmen. Millions of these can be contacted by lay Catholics 
only. They cannot be reached by priests. And vast numbers of them are 
afraid to meet priests for one reason or another. It therefore depends largely 
on the zeal of lay Catholics to make the Catholic Faith accessible to them. 


(Rev. F.J.R.) To be continued 








You can secure a 


Perpetual Remembrance in the benefits of 





Perpetual Adoration of the Most 
Blessed Sacrament 


for yourself and dear ones, now and after death, 
by enrolling in the 


BENEDICTINE ASSOCIATION 
of 
PERPETUAL ADORATION 


established at the Motherhouse of the 
Benedictine Sisters, Clyde, Missouri. 





Benefits of Ordinary Membership 


1. Participation in the unceasing Adoration of the Most Blessed 
Sacrament exposed in the Chapel at Clyde, Missouri, and in each of 
its branchhouses, now three in number. 


2. With a few exceptions, a daily remembrance by all the Sisters 


in the Holy Sacrifice celebrated in each Sanctuary. 

3. A daily remembrance in the Holy Communion of all the Sis- 
ters of the Congregation, now numbering 250. 

4. Benediction of the Most Blessed Sacrament, given twice daily 
in each Sanctuary. 


To become a member the name must be enrolled in the register 
kept at Clyde, Missouri. The usual offering for ordinary membership 
is $1.00 given towards the maintenance of the Perpetual Adoration 
Sanctuaries. This entitles one to life membership and participation 
in the above benefits after death as long as the soul has need. A 
certificate enumerating these benefits is sent to each member. 


Benefits of Privileged Members 


1. Privileged members receive all the above-named benefits the 
same as ordinary members, and in addition:— 


2. A share in one or more Holy Masses celebrated for them daily. 

3. A special share in the Canonical Hours of the Divine Office 
daily chanted or sung in each Sanctuary. 

4. Spiritual fruits of numerous other good works of the Congre- 
gation of Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration. 

5. Privileged members have their names entered in the GOLDEN 
BOOK which rests near the Exposition Throne in the Chapel at Clyde, 
Missouri. 


The usual offering for privileged membership is $10.00, given 
once for the maintenance of the Perpetual Adoration Sanctuaries. 
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FAMILIES of more than five (including only the husband, wife 
and children) may be enrolled as privileged members by having their 
names registered, and making an offering of $50.00. 


A beautiful certificate in delicate colors, suitable for framing, 
and listing the benefits in which they share, is issued to privileged 
members. 


Enroll yourself and loved ones! Enroll the sick! Enroll the 
dead! Enroll, especially, the boys in military service! Enroll those 
you wish to convert! Enroll your friends! 


A membership certificate makes an excellent gift for any occasion 
and for anyone. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
ie a 


Scheyern Crosses for Holy Year 1951 
he 


S our readers are aware, we offered Scheyern Crosses as special 
premiums for new subscriptions during the Holy Year of 1950. 
These crosses are small, double-barred replicas of a relic of the True 
Cross, venerated at the Benedictine Monastery at Scheyern, Germany, 
and have been touched to the relic. Many of our subscribers have 
written us of remarkable favors obtained through the pious use of 
these crosses, and of the spiritual blessings they have brought to their 
homes. And many have asked that, as the Holy Father has extended 
the privileges of the Holy Year to 1951, we also enable them to obtain 
these crosses during this year, by continuing to offer them as pre- 
miums for new subscriptions to ‘‘Tabernacle and Purgatory.’’ 

We were particularly impressed by a letter from one of our readers 
who suggested that donations for subscriptions to our magazine be 
sent to us here, allowing us to send “Tabernacle and Purgatory” to 
men in service, together with the precious little cross, whose wonder- 
ful protection so many have experienced. 

It should be understood that the Scheyern Cross is neither a 
“charm” nor an infallible remedy, but a sacramental, that is, an article 
blessed by Mother Church. The graces and favors bestowed are the 
fruit of belief in our Crucified Lord, while the carrying of the cross 
is in itself an unspoken prayer, a plea for heavenly protection from all 
harm, and a loving evidence of attachment to God. 

In answer to these repeated requests, therefore, we are happy to 
offer Scheyern Crosses as premiums for new subscriptions to ‘‘Taber- 
nacle and Purgatory,’ for the balance of 1951. May we suggest that 
gift subscriptions be given for the many occasions that present them- 
selves: graduations, birthdays, weddings, ordinations, religious pro- 
fessions, Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, ete. In this way many of the 
valuable little crosses can be obtained, and these in turn will make 
very suitable and appropriate gifts. 


Subscription price, $1.00 a year. Canada and foreign countries, $1.25. 
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Little Lovers’ League 


EAR Little Lovers, when you hear the church bells 
ringing out the dear familiar notes of the Angelus, 
do you ever stop to think of the meaning of those 
words you repeat every morning, noon and evening? 
The first sentence of the prayer — “The Angel of 
the Lord declared unto Mary” — tells us what mys- 
tery we are recalling. It is the beautiful mystery of 
the Annunciation, transferred this year to the 2nd 
of April, because it falls during Easter Week; in fact. 
it falls on Easter Sunday itself. This is a mystery 
dear to the heart of every child of Mary, and we are all her children, 
for Jesus gave her to us to be our Mother when He was dying on the 
Cross. 








The scene of the Annunciation is an appealing one to imagine. 
We can think of the slender, young Mary, hardly more than a child 
still, kneeling in her parents’ home in Nazareth, lost in prayer, beseech- 
ing God to send the promised Redeemer to His people who need Him 
now so very much. The moon, shining into the dark room turns 
everything in its path to silver, while the flowers at the window seem 
sweeter by reason of her presence, for she is the “Mystical Rose.” 
Suddenly, this quiet peace is broken by the voice of Gabriel: “Hail, 
full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou among women.” 
Mary looks up, startled and troubled. In her humility she trembles at 
the words “full of grace,” but the Angel reassures her, telling her that 
God is pleased with her, and that through His power the Holy Spirit 
shall come upon her and her Son shall be the Son of God. The Blessed 
Virgin is silent, overcome with amazement at the thought that God 
has chosen herself, whom she considers the least worthy of His crea- 
tures, to be the Mother of His Son, whom the Jewish people have been 
awaiting for many long centuries. During this silence the earth and 
heaven itself seems to hold its breath, for Almighty God has chosen 
to make the Incarnation of His Son dependent on Mary’s “yes,” and 
the fate of the world hangs on her consent. Then, simply and humbly 
it comes: “Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it done to me accord- 
ing to Thy word.” With these few words Mary becomes the Mother 
of God, the Co-redemptrix of the world, and our own tender, loving 
Mother too, shared with us by her generous first-born Son, Jesus, our 
elder Brother. 
How can we think of this mystery without a heart filled with 
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gratitude to our Blessed Mother? For she knew that in becoming the 
Mother of God she had not chosen a path of joy alone; she realized 
that her crown would not be woven of roses, but that the thorns which 
one day would pierce the head of her Son would tear her heart also. 
In the temple at Jerusalem she had been well trained in the reading 
of the Scriptures, and she understood that the life of the Mother of 
God would not be one of royal dignity, of ease and pleasure, but of 
obscurity, toil and poverty. But in her radiant love for God, her deep 
charity for her fellow-creatures, in her stainless purity and unshaken 
faith, she could say a firm, generous “yes,” not only to the happiness 
of the cave of Bethlehem, but to the sorrow of the hill of Calvary. Look- 
ing not for her own comfort, but for the welfare of men, she was able 
to see and seek God’s will in hard, painful days as well as in days of 
consolation and peace. 

Perhaps this is one of the lessons the feast of the Annunciation 
holds out for us, dear Little Lovers, — to think of others before our- 
selves, to put their happiness before our own. Isn’t it true that if we 
are always thinking of our own needs and desires, always searching 
for what is best for ourselves, we are never at peace, but constantly 
fretting, forever wanting still more? While if we make somebody 
else’s happiness our first concern, we soon find that we, too, are happy 
and content. Just try it and see if it isn’t true! Let us ask our Blessed 
Lady herself to teach us the lessons of this feast, lessons of charity, of 
humility, of taking whatever God sends our way with grateful, loving 
hearts. This is what Mary did, and there is no surer pathway to her 
own heart or that of her Divine Son. May she obtain many special 
graces for each one of you from that same loving Heart on her lovely 
feast. 


PRACTICE: Say two Hail Marys every day in preparation for 
the feast of the Annunciation, together with the following aspiration. 

ASPIRATION: O Mary, make me to live in God, with God, and 
for God. 


Saint Mark, Evangelist and Martyr 


[* ever you have happened to be kneeling in church around the 
time of sunset, you have probably watched the last rays of the 
sun come pouring through the stained glass windows, turning the 
saints pictured there into marvelous figures of purple and gold and 
rose. (Did you know that one little girl said a saint is ‘‘a man who 
lets the light shine through’’?) Very probably one of those saints 
was our patron for April — St. Mark, Evangelist and martyr, whose 
feast we keep on April 25. At his feet usually crouches a fierce look- 
ing lion, because St. Mark begins his Gospel by telling us of St. John 
the Baptist, who was the “voice of one crytng in the wilderness’”’ as 
the lion makes the desert re-echo with his roaring. 
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Sometimes referred to as “John Mark,’ the Evangelist was the 
much-loved disciple of St. Peter, the Prince of the Apostles. Both 
he and his mother, Mary, were highly thought of by the early Chris- 
tians, who used their house as a meeting place in Jerusalem. When 
the first followers of Jesus wanted St. Peter to write down his mem- 
ories of the life of Jesus, he refused, but had Mark do it for him. 
So, under the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit, St. Mark’s Gospel is really the 
life of our Savior as seen through St. 
Peter’s eyes. For example, St. Mark 
gives a quite detailed account of the 
chief Apostle’s denial of Our Lord, 
while the others mention it only briefly. 
As we read it we can almost see St. 
Peter’s tears flowing again down his 
cheeks as he recalls his threefold denial 
of Jesus. 

The Gospel of St. Mark is the short- 
est of the four. This may be because 
he wrote it for the practical Roman 
converts, and so wanted it to be brief and precise for their benefit. 
His language is simple and earnest, yet full of charm. Because it was 
his purpose to show that Christ is the Savior and that He is Divine, 
St. Mark concentrates his attention more on the miracles of Jesus 
than on His words, giving only a few of the parables at any length. 





As well as being an evangelist, St. Mark has the added glory of 
the apostleship. After he had written his Gospel at Rome, St. Peter 
sent him to Aquileia to establish the Church there. Then he went to 
Egypt, and founded on a most firm basis both the Faith and a school 
to teach it in the great Eastern city of Alexandria. He taught as 
much by his example as by his words, and the holiness and simplicity 
of his life attracted many to the true Church. So successful was his 
preaching that the pagan idolaters of the place grew alarmed, and 
after seizing and treating him most cruelly, threw him into prison. 
There, it is said, Our Lord appeared to him one night, greeting him 
with the words: ‘‘Peace be to thee, Mark, My Evangelist.’’ Beside 
himself with joy, Mark, like Mary Magdalen in the garden, could only 
stammer: ‘‘My Lord!’’ On the following day he suffered martyrdom, 
having earned the eternal joys of heaven. 

In the 9th century, the relics of our saint were carried to Venice 
where a splendid cathedral was built in his honor. The Venetians 
stamped their coins with the lion of St. Mark, and every year cele- 
brated his feast with great magnificence. Today, the Church holds a 
solemn, liturgical procession on this day, which is often called ‘‘Saint 
Mark’s Procession,’’ though it is more properly known as the ‘Greater 
Litanies.”’ 

During this extended Holy Year of 1951, St. Mark would be a 
powerful patron to invoke on behalf of our Holy Father who is weighed 
down with such great care and anxiety. Let us ask St. Mark, who 
was the beloved friend of the first Pope, to protect and guide him, 
while he leads us all to the eternal Jubilee of heaven. 
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Booklets for the Feast of the Annunciation (Transferred to April 2) 


Mysteries of Mary — Short reflections on the fifteen principal 
feasts of the Blessed Virgin, as well as a prayer in honor of each mys- 
tery and a suggested practice of devotion for the feast. 10¢ 


Liturgical Novenas and Triduums for all the Feasts of the Blessed 
Virgin — An inspiring series of novenas and triduums in honor of the 
Mother of God, in the spirit and words of the Liturgy, for forty of Our 
Lady's major and minor feasts. This booklet also contains an explana- 
tion of De Montfort’s Perfect Consecration to Mary, together with in- 
dulgenced prayers in her honor. 128 pages. 20¢ 


Communion Devotions in Union with Mary — Prayers in the 
spirit of Our Lady's “‘Knight,"’ St. Louis Grignon de Montfort, offering 
a varied selection in preparation and thanksgiving for Holy Commun- 
ion. 10¢ 


BOOKLETS FOR NEWLYWEDS 


United in Christ — A valuable little booklet which explains the 
sanctity and dignity of marriage, and shows clearly why the Church 
objects to mixed marriages. It also contains the marriage service and 


Wedding Mass. 10¢ 
Why Not Make Your Home Ideal? — A companion to the above 


booklet which outlines a complete program for sanctifying home life 
and training children according to Catholic ideals which bring happi- 
ness and harmony to the home. 10¢ 





Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Let these Benedictine Booklets 


bring an April shower of joy 
and peace to your home. 


Devotion to the Most Holy Trinity ane 8 
Devotion to the Holy Spirit 


From Earth to Heaven 
Prayer, the Great Means of Grace 


Fountains of Salvation 


Sacramentals 


*Neath St. Michael’s Shield 


Our Heavenly Companions 


Conformity to the Will of God 
Pathways to Peace 


Confession, the Sacrament of Mercy and Peace 
Confession, Its Fruitful Practice 


Each booklet, 10¢ 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 








